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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: NWT Chamber of Commerce
	Name: 
	rec1: Adopt the recommendations of the report of the Standing Senate Committee on Transport and Communications One Size Doesn’t Fit All:  The Future Growth and Competitiveness of Canadian Air Travel, as they pertain to the unique challenges of Canada’s territories by:     - Ensuring that future air transportation regulations, policies and funding programs take  into account the special needs and unique challenges in the North; and     - Making regional and northern airport infrastructure a priority in order to encourage economic growth in Canada’s remote and northern regions
	rec2: The Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure Fund and the National Infrastructure Fund as part of the New Building Canada Fund announced in March 2013 provides for 75%/25% capital cost sharing split between the federal and territorial governments, respectively.  No new tax measures would be required by either government.  Resource development projects and the movement of people and goods for these projects will be impeded without airport infrastructure improvements.
	rec3: Only 10 of Canada's 65 airports in the territories have paved runways, whereas Alaska, which has a much smaller land mass, has 61.  The territories have little choice but to operate the few models of older, less efficient aircraft that are able to operate on gravel runways.  For newer generation aircraft to be introduced on these routes, the runways would need to be upgraded, as well as potentially extended.  Fulfillment of this recommendation across Canada's North would benefit the people and the economy of all three territories and the country as a whole.  
	rec4: Investments in infrastructure will yield larger financial returns by supporting resource development projects across the North.  Increased resource development activity will result in increased royalty and tax revenue to Canada.  Training, including Aboriginal and First Nations, will improve the standard of living across the North and reduce dependencies on government assistance.  However, employment increases will occur right across the country.  Economic modeling estimates that southern Canada would capture 70% of jobs resulting from northern resource developments.
	rec5: That the federal government restore its 50 percent funding partnership with mine training organizations (MTO's) in the territories, as defined in the Northern Minerals Workforce Development Strategy, beginning in fiscal year 2014-2015.
	rec6: There are more than 20 new mining projects in the territories at various stages of feasibility and regulatory assessment.  Collectively, these opportunities represent $2 billion in new resource royalties / tax revenues to the federal government.  Over the next 7-10 years, mining companies will also invest an estimated $19 billion in projects leading to additional GST revenue.  It's not unreasonable to expect that a small portion of revenues be reallocated to the territories through a training partnership between the federal level and northern MTO's. 
	rec8: If all of these mines progress to the operations stage, the mining industry across all three territories will require 10,700 additional workers by 2017. Natural Resources Canada estimates that for every direct mining job, there are three indirect jobs created.  That translates into 32,000 additional jobs, of which 70% would be distributed throughout Canada.  Without training of northerners, including Aboriginal and First Nations peoples, through MTO's, these projects will be stalled, northerners will be marginalized, and Canada will lose billions in royalty and tax revenues. 
	rec9: The Government of Canada recognized the Mackenzie Valley Highway as a project of national significance that will improve industry access to energy and other resource projects.  Therefore, the recommendation is that the federal government continue to invest in environmental assessments, bridge crossings and a new segment of road linking Fort Good Hope to the Dempster Highway in the NWT.  
	rec10: The Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure Fund and the National Infrastructure Fund as part of the New Building Canada Fund announced in March 2013 provides for a 75%/25% cost sharing structure between the federal and territorial governments, respectively.  No new tax measures would be required by either government.
	rec11: Expanding the corridor will facilitate diversification of the NWT economy, create jobs and contribute to Canada's prosperity and security of energy supply.  According to the National Energy Board, approximately 35% of Canada's remaining marketable resources of natural gas and 37% of remaining recoverable light crude oil is in Northern Canada.  Gas reserves in the Mackenzie Valley Corridor, including the Mackenzie Delta and Beaufort Sea, are estimated at 55 triliion cubic feet.  Infrastructure improvements are critical to an economy driven by exploration and extraction.
	rec7: Fulfillment of this recommendation across Canada's North would benefit the people and the economy of all three territories and the country as a whole.
	rec12: These resources represent new revenues for the federal government and thousands of new jobs in the North and across Canada in a multitude of industrial and professional sectors.  Infrastructure improvements increase access to resources and reduce operating costs for exploration and extraction companies who are pioneering development of the Mackenzie / Beaufort region.  Investments in infrastructure, as proposed, would improve the standard of living throughout the NWT, reduce dependencies on government support, and benefit all  Canadians through jobs and increased security of energy supply.
	rec13: 
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